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WCHE New Dynamics

ÅRising demand (massification)

ÅDiversification (providers & methods)

ÅPrivate provision

ÅDistance education

ÅCross-border education

ÅQuality Assurance



Massification

Nearly one-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όнфΦо҈ύ ƛǎ 
under 15. Today there are 165 million people enrolled in 
tertiary education1. Projections suggest that that 
participation will peak at 263 million2 in 2025. 

Accommodating the additional 98million students 
would require more than four major universities (30,000 
students) to open every week for the next fifteen years. 

1ISCED levels 5 & 6 UNESCO Institute of Statistics figures
2British Council and IDP Australia projections



Sri Kapil Sibal

Minister of HRD - India

CROSS BORDER HIGHER 

EDUCATION

ñ(The) technological revolution has also 

opened the doors of cross border education 

particularly in distance mode, with 

possibilities of virtual universities providing 

quality education at reasonable costsò



UNESCO and CBHE

1978

Regulation and Legislation regarding 

correspondence education: 

A survey of five countries with 

recommended guidelines for developing 

countries

prepared for UNESCO by 

ICCE 

(International Council for Correspondence Education)



Guidelines for quality provision 

in cross-border higher education

UNESCO and OECD





GUIDELINES: MAIN UNDERLYING 

MESSAGES 

º The quality of cross-border higher education 
is a shared responsibility between importing 
and exporting countries

¸ Quality assurance should cover cross-border 
education in all its forms (student, academic, 
programme and institution mobility)

¸ Stakeholders should collaborate 
internationally to enhance the transparency 
about the quality of HE and about HE 
systems

¸ Cross-border delivery should have the same 
quality as home delivery

Recommendations to 

6 Stakeholders:

ÅGovernments

ÅHigher Ed. Institutions

ÅStudents Bodies

ÅQAA Bodies

ÅAcademic Rec. Bodies

ÅProfessional Bodies;





CBHE that works! 

Nottingham University, Ningbo, China



University of Nottingham ïMalaysia Campus



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES





BEWARE

Our Campus



For telephone or postal verification 

accreditation, you may contact:

UNESCO Division of Higher Education 

- Tel: (+33.1) 45681106



Web Portal on HEIs: country 

information

1. Institutions recognized by 
competent authorities 

2. Higher education programmes 
recognized by competent 
authorities

3. Information for students 
planning to study in the country 

4. Information on the higher 
education system 

5. Foreign credential assessment 
and recognition  

6. Information on financial 
assistance opportunities 

7. Cross - border higher education

8. National Information Centre 

9. Other information sources

10. Definition of key terms
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Going Global, Going Local

º Private providers find local partnerships 
more successful than extending one 
model globally;

º Blurring of distinctions: public institutions 
become for-profit when they cross 
borders

º Need for dialogue between all providers 
and common regulations
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